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“Bulgaria Day” at Fukuyama University — Cultivating Global Awareness through Student Exchange
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*The English summary can be found at the bottom of the document. Please feel free to

refer to it as needed.
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Fukuyama University, known for its long—standing ties with Bulgaria, through rose—themed cultural and
academic exchange with two universities, Sofia and Veliko Tarnovo, hosted two student—led events in
April 2024. Collectively called “Bulgaria Day”, the program aimed to reignite Japanese students’ interest

in studying abroad, which had declined during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Led by Professor Ian Bisset and organized with Bulgarian exchange students, the first was a two—tiered
breakout dialogue session first with Associate Professor Rositsa Simeonova from Sofia University, who
shared insights on Bulgarian culture and education through interactive discussions in English, and then
with another group of Bulgarian students and Professor Simeonova’ s two adult children to discus Bulgaria
more informally. The second event, organized entirely by 4 current and former Bulgarian exchange
students, who introduced their country’ s culture, history, and personal study abroad experiences in
separate presentations. Activities included traditional dance and handmade Bulgarian pastries, creating a

warm, engaging atmosphere.

In addition, special lectures on Bulgarian culture were offered through the liberal arts course
“Internationalization and Regional Revitalization.” One lecture featured real-time translation technology
to make the content accessible to all students. These lectures, as part of the Erasmus Plus exchange
program, were given by Professor Simeonova and organized by her academic host, Yoshihiro Maeda. (A

separate report on the lectures can be found here (link).

Fukuyama University has built a strong academic exchange framework with Bulgarian partner institutions

since 2010 and continues to foster international learning as a locally rooted yet globally engaged university.






